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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Denqler (U.S. Pat. No. 6,581,103) (Method for Internet Radio Broadcasting Including 
Listener Requests of Audio and/or Video Files With Input Dedications) in view of Wiser 
et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,385,596) (Secure Online Music Distribution System). 

2.1 Regarding claim 1 , Denqler discloses a method of sending a song dedication 
from a sender to a recipient, comprising the steps of: 

receiving transaction information from the sender, the transaction information 
comprising a recipient address, a song selection, and a voice dedication message 
(Abstract; col. 3, lines 5-10 "uploaded voice file"; "The associated dedication can then 
be emailed"; col. 3, lines 25 - 27 "Dedications are the typed in or uploaded voice files 
that accompany requests."); 

transmitting the voice dedication message and the song selection to the recipient 
at the recipient address (col. 3, lines 5-10 "uploaded voice file"; "The associated 
dedication can then be emailed"). 
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However, Dengler does not explicitly disclose: 

generating a personal identification number corresponding to the transaction 
information; 

transmitting the personal identification number to the recipient at the recipient 
address; 

receiving a request from the recipient, the request including the personal 
identification number. 
Wiser discloses: 

generating a personal identification number corresponding to the transaction 
information (Abstract "The digital passport contains identifying information that identifies 
the purchaser"); 

transmitting the personal identification number to the recipient at the recipient 
address (Abstract); 

receiving a request from the recipient, the request including the personal 
identification number (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to implement the personal identification number scheme of Wiser in Dengler because 
such a scenario must be implemented in order to authenticate users of the Dengler 
system and prevent malicious misuse of the song dedication service. 



2.2 Per claim 2, Dengler teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the step of sending 
the voice dedication message and the song selection to the recipient is performed using 
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the Internet (Abstract; col. 3, lines 1 - 10). 
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2.3 Regarding claim 3, Denqler discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the step of 
sending the voice dedication message and the song selection to the recipient is 
performed telephonically (Abstract; col. 3, lines 1-10 (recipient dial-up Internet 
connection)). 

2.4 Per claim 4, Denqler teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the transaction 
information further comprises a sender address, the method further comprising the step 
of transmitting a confirmation to the sender at the sender address after the recipient has 
been sent the voice dedication message and the song selection (Abstract; col. 3, lines 1 
-10 (email confirmation)). 

2.5 Regarding claim 5, Dengler discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising 
the steps of receiving from the sender a telephone message for use as the voice 
dedication message (col. 3, lines 25 - 27 "Dedications are the typed in or uploaded 
voice files that accompany requests."; col. 1 , lines 38 - 40 "Generally, within 
conventional radio stations, requests are taken by telephone."). 

2.6 Per claims 6 - 23, the rejection of claims 1 - 5 under 35 USC 1 03 (paragraphs 
2.1 - 2.5 above) applies fully. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth R Coulter whose telephone number is 703 305- 
8447. The examiner can normally be reached on 5 4 9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 703 305-4003. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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